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As many as ten hands might be employed on a single chain,
and being irregularly spun the thread easily broke, so that
the weaver wasted much time in repairing broken threads;
further, the uneven quality of the yarn affected the sale of
the cloth x. The difficulty of exercising proper supervision
over the spinners was heightened by the system under which
the yarn was collected. Most of the spinners were poor,
and could not wait for payment until they had executed the
whole of the work on which they were engaged. They there-
fore brought the yarn to the pack-house in small quantities
and were paid by instalment: fraudulent or indifferent
spinners were thus enabled to deliver inferior work without
detection 2 by the manufacturers, to whom the yarn was
sent at intervals in great quantities. Moreover the village
shopkeeper, who usually acted as the agent of the clothier
or wool-comber, could not be relied upon to employ only
good hands; he could not afford to offend a customer by
refusing her work; he was paid a small commission for his
services, and had no interest in scrutinizing too closely the
workmanship of those upon whom he depended for his
custom 3. To remedy the spinners' deficiency in technical
skill, it was proposed to establish spinning schools where
children could be taught the art of spinning by experienced
teachers. In 1633, for example, the magistrates of Peebles
resolved to have spinning taught to the children of burgesses
by a qualified mistress4; and the idea was advocated by
Yarranton (1677), who held up the example of other states
for the admiration of his countrymen5.
A very serious defect was the irregularity of the supply,
In spite of the multitude of spinners they were unable to
furnish weavers with the necessary quantity of yarn. "There
are not hands enough in England ", it was said in 1718, " to
1  It made the cloth ' cockle' :   State Papers Domestic, 1598-1601, p.
503 ; Parliamentary Papers (1802-3), vii. 301.
2  House of Commons Journals, xxxix. 971.
*  James, History of the Worsted Manufacture, 311-312, 324.
*  Scott, Records of a Scottish Cloth Manufactory at New Mills, p. xxxiv.
See infra, Appendix, p. 472, No. 5.
5 England's Improvement, 45. In 1618 it was proposed that expert
spinners should give instruction at " any gentleman or yeoman's house in
the country that desireth to have them to teach their wife, children, or
servants " : Hist. MSS. Comm. v. 566.